
Good Day Wish 
To A Subscriber

A special good day 
to Herald subscriber 
Sheila Merrill of Baker 
City.

Sports, 5A
MIAMI — The Trail 

Blazers and Heat began 
the night with identical 
records of 13-13, so a 
close game was to be 
expected.

For Damian Lillard 
to take over down the 
stretch was also no 
surprise.

The two-time All-Star 
guard scored seven of 
his 18 points in the fi nal 
3:16, and the Trail Blaz-
ers overcame a 16-point 
second-half defi cit to 
break their fi ve-game 
losing streak, beat-
ing Miami 102-95 on 
Wednesday night.

BRIEFING

‘Last Chance 
Bazaar’ set for 
Friday, Saturday

A “Last Chance 
Bazaar” is scheduled 
for Friday and Saturday, 
Dec.15-16 at the Basche-
Sage Mall at Main and 
Broadway streets.

Friday hours will be 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday hours are 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

The bazaar will in-
clude handmade items 
such as quilted and 
sewn items, Christmas 
decorations, cookies, 
candies, gifts and more, 
organizers stated in a 
press release.

More information is 
available by calling Jarri 
at 541-523-6185.

Santa Claus visits 
library Saturday

Santa Claus will make 
a visit to the Baker 
County Public Library 
on Saturday, Dec. 16.

Children are invited 
to grab their wish lists 
and come to see Santa 
Claus from 11 a.m. to 
noon at the library at 
2400 Resort St.

Durkee Christmas 
program Dec. 23

The annual Durkee 
Christmas Program is 
scheduled Saturday, 
Dec. 23, at the old Dur-
kee School. The event 
will begin with a potluck 
dinner at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by the Kids 
Christmas Program.

Santa also is ex-
pected to make an 
appearance. Everyone 
is welcome. More infor-
mation is available by 
calling 541-519-0248.
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Today

31 / 24
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School 
board 
hires 
firm for 
seismic 
project

Woman 
reports 
scam

By Chris Collins
ccollins@bakercityherald.com

The Baker School Board 
has agreed to hire a Prineville 
fi rm to serve as the construc-
tion manager and general 
contractor for two seismic 
retrofi ts totaling $3 million to 
be paid with grant money.

The district was awarded 
two competitive grants of $1.5 
million each to make struc-
tural improvement at Baker 
High School and Brooklyn 
Primary School.

The Prineville fi rm, Griffi n 
Construction LLC, was the 
clear favorite over Wellens 
Farwell Construction of En-
terprise. The two companies 
were recommended by a scor-
ing committee that included 
Kevin Cassidy, board chair, 
who works as the statewide 
lead procurement offi cer for 
contracting services for the 
Oregon Department of Trans-
portation; Doug Dalton, the 
District’s CFO and president 
of Baker Technical Institute; 
and representatives of the 
architectural and engineering 
fi rm on the projects, ZCS of 
Oregon City, which has been 
under contract with the 5J 
district for about a year.

See Schools/Page 2A 

By Jayson Jacoby
jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

Monica Bailey was skepti-
cal about the message on her 
home phone, but she was also 
curious enough to call the 
toll-free number.

Bailey, who lives in Baker 
City, quickly confi rmed her 
suspicion that it was a scam.

She hopes her experience 
will keep others from being 
lured by scammers purport-
ing to be investigators for the 
Social Security Administra-
tion looking into the “cancel-
lation” of Social Security 
cards.

See Scam/Page 2A

Canyon Keepers
Hells Canyon Preservation Council Celebrates 50 Years

By Jayson Jacoby
jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

It all started with a dam.
It would have been an immense 

structure, this dam, a concrete giant 
taller than any building in Oregon.

A dam to rival Hoover and Grand 
Coulee.

Except it was never built.
But even though the High Moun-

tain Sheep dam never rose to block 
the Snake River in the deepest part 
of Hells Canyon, the very prospect of 
the 670-foot-high edifi ce had conse-
quences that continue to affect North-
eastern Oregon half a century after 
the U.S. Supreme Court temporarily 
blocked the project.

Among those consequences was the 
creation of the Hells Canyon Preser-
vation Council.

The conservation organization, 
which started in Idaho and later 
moved to Oregon, fi rst to Wallowa 
County and then to its current head-
quarters in La Grande, celebrates its 
50th anniversary this year, coinciding 
with that landmark ruling by the na-
tion’s highest court.

The Council also recognized the 
milestone with a name change that 
refl ects the broader mission it has 
pursued for much of its history.

The new name — Greater Hells 
Canyon Council — acknowledges 
that the organization’s focus extends 
beyond the canyon itself to encom-
pass 4 million acres of public land 
in Northeastern Oregon and South-
eastern Washington, said Darilyn 
Parry-Brown, the Council’s executive 
director, during a recent interview at 
the Council’s offi ce in the Sac Annex 
in downtown La Grande.

“We were the only group advocat-
ing for our public lands in this region 
at the time,” Parry-Brown said, refer-
ring to the organization’s founding in 
1967.

Although the Council’s campaign to 
stop the High Mountain Sheep dam 
succeeded, in a more permanent way 
than the Supreme Court’s decision, 
with the creation of the Hells Canyon 
National Recreation Area (NRA) on 
the last day of 1975, the Council’s 
efforts on behalf of the region’s forests, 
grasslands and rivers, and the wildlife 
that depend on those ecosystems, has 
continued.

And new challenges — the effects 

of climate change on fl ora and fauna 
chief among them — have arisen.

“We don’t have to fi ght a dam 
today in this region, and I’m grateful 
for that,” Parry-Brown said. “But we 
defi nitely still have work to do.”

The dam decision
Although the Council is better 

known today for monitoring the 
federal government management 
of the Hells Canyon region’s public 
lands, it was the possibility of that 
massive dam lodged in the heart of 
the canyon, creating a reservoir that 
would submerge several great rapids, 
that prompted a group of Eastern 
Idaho residents to form the organiza-
tion in 1967.

Lois Barry and her husband, Jack, 
were among those founders.

The Barrys were living in Idaho 
Falls in 1967. The couple had moved 
there fi ve years earlier when Jack, 
who was an engineer, was hired at the 
Idaho National Laboratory, one of the 
nation’s key centers for nuclear power 
research.

(The Barrys moved to La Grande, 
where Lois still lives, later in 1967. 
Jack Barry died in 2012 at age 86.)

Lois Barry said the epiphany that 
led to the creation of the Hells Can-
yon Preservation Council started not 
with an actual visit to the canyon, but 

rather with a series of photographic 
slides taken during a rafting trip in 
the canyon.

The photographer, Russ Mager, was 
a member of the Idaho Alpine Club. 
One day in 1967 he showed the slides 
to Jack Barry and about half a dozen 
of his fellow engineers and physicists 
from the Idaho National Laboratory, a 
group Lois referred to as the “Happy 
Hikers” because they spent much of 
their spare time exploring Idaho’s 
wealth of wild country.

“All of my husband’s hiking buddies 
saw those slides and said that area is 
magnifi cent and that we have to go 
there,” said Lois, who’s 86.

These fl edgling Hells Canyon 
afi cionados soon learned about the 
proposed High Mountain Sheep dam. 
Concerned that the dam would neu-
ter the wild river that they had seen 
so far only in photographs, the group 
formed the Hells Canyon Preserva-
tion Council.

“It was just a marvelous opportu-
nity for concerned citizens to be aware 
of a magnifi cent place and to have a 
chance to help save it for everyone,” 
said Lois Barry, who retired as an 
English professor at Eastern Oregon 
University.

But Jack Barry and his bud-
dies, who knew their way around a 
nucleus, were far less familiar with 
the courtroom, which is where Hells 
Canyon’s future would be decided.

And that, Lois said, “is when Brock 
Evans showed up.”

Evans was an attorney, which was 
important.

But he was also a young (then 29) 
and aggressive advocate for environ-
mental causes, traits perhaps even 
more vital than his law degree.

Evans was the newly hired North-
west representative for the Sierra 
Club in 1967, the year he not only 
became involved in the High Moun-
tain Sheep dam issue, but in fact saw 
Hells Canyon for the fi rst time.

See Canyon/Page 6A

S. John Collins / Baker City Herald fi le photo

The Snake River appears placid between Hells Canyon Dam and big whitewater at Wild Sheep rapids.

Anthony Lakes Ski 
Area is short on 
snow as December 
dry spell continues

“We don’t have to fi ght a dam today in this region, 
and I’m grateful for that. But we defi nitely still have 
work to do.”
— Darilyn Parry-Brown, executive director,                          
Hells Canyon Preservation Council

MILESTONES
• Early 1967 — a group of 
Eastern Idaho residents forms 
the Hells Canyon Preservation 
Council
• June 5, 1967 — U.S. Supreme 
Court temporarily blocks 
construction of High Mountain 
Sheep dam in Hells Canyon
• Dec. 31, 1975 — President 
Gerald Ford signs Hells Canyon 
National Recreation Area Act, 
which prohibits construction of 
the dam

CALLER CLAIMS TO 
WORK FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY AGENCY

 ■ District received 
$3 million in grants 
for work at Baker 
High School and 
Brooklyn Primary


