
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 20176A — BAKER CITY HERALD LOCAL

Thatcher’s         Hardware
& La Grande       Hardware

� atcher’s Ace Hardware
2200 Resort St, Baker City • 541-523-3371

La Grande Ace Hardware
2212 Island Ave, La Grande • 541-605-0152

Monday-Friday 7-6 • Saturday 8-6 • Sunday 9-5
photos for illustration only

Nut & Fruit Wild Bird Food, 
5 lb 8123820

Premium Songbird Seed, 
7 lb 81053

Now through December 31st

$6.99 Ea.

$6 Ea.

SALE

SALE

Ace Wild Bird Food, 20 lb 
81995

WINTER SNOW

WHEELS

Photo for 
illustration only

LEW BROS
210 Bridge

541-523-3679
AFTER HOURS:

541-518-7100

$3995

We gladly make 
appointments

Please Help Us Help Others
YOU can make a difference!

Donations Needed Now
- Receiving Blankets
- Baby Hygiene Products
- Diapers & Pull-ups

    - Laundry Detergent
    - Potty Chairs

    Services Provided
- Tests & Referrals
- Parenting Classes
- Counseling
- Bible Study

    - Delivery of Supplies
Open Wed, Thurs, & Fri 9 am - 5 pm

(closed for lunch)

Rachel Pregnancy Center
2192 Court • 541-523-5357

*No Tightwad Tuesday ( )Bargain Matinee

ELTRYM
THEATER

1809 First • 541-523-2522 • eltrym.com

DECEMBER  15-21
FRI-SUN: (12:30) 
(3:30), 6:45, 10:00

FRI-SUN: (12:45) 
(3:45), 7:00, 9:50

FRI-SUN: (1:00) (4:00)

JUMANJI PG-13 & THE 
GREATEST SNOWMAN PG 

OPEN WEDS 12/20

MON-THURS: (3:30) 
6:45, 10:00

MON&TUES: (3:45) 7:00, 
9:50

FRI-TUES: 7:10, 9:55

MON&TUES: (4:00)

DADDY'S HOME 2 PG-13

STAR WARS:THE LAST JEDI PG-13

THE STAR PG

WONDER PG

CANYON
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Much like Jack Barry and 
the other Happy Hikers, 
Evans, who grew up in Ohio, 
was immediately awestruck 
by the deepest river-carved 
gorge in the United States.

“I’d never seen a great 
living river before,” Evans 
said. “I loved Hells Canyon. It 
was magnificent 
country.”

In 1967, while 
the Summer of 
Love was begin-
ning and The 
Beatles were 
preparing to re-
lease their landmark album, 
“Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band,” the question 
in Hells Canyon was not so 
much whether a dam would 
be built — it was all but as-
sumed that would happen, 
Evans said — but whether a 
private company or a public 
utility would own it.

Idaho Power Company had 
already built two dams up-
river from the deepest section 
of Hells Canyon — Brownlee 
and Oxbow — and the com-
pany’s third and final dam 
in that reach, Hells Canyon, 
produced its first megawatts 
that same year.

But the debate changed 
significantly on June 5, 1967, 
when the Supreme Court 
issued its ruling in the Udall 
v. Federal Power Commission 
case.

In the 6-2 decision, au-
thored by Justice William O. 
Douglas — who had traveled 
extensively in the Wallowa 
Mountains, just west of Hells 
Canyon, and who wrote with 
great fondness about the 
region — the High Court 
mandated that the Federal 
Power Commission consider 
not just who should build a 
dam, but whether it was in 
the public interest to build a 
dam at all.

Evans said he convinced 
his bosses at the Sierra Club 
to file a motion to become an 
intervener in the case — in 
effect, to gain legal stand-
ing to challenge the Federal 
Power Commission’s author-
ity to grant a license for the 
High Mountain Sheep dam.

But even as he worked 
on that legal avenue, Evans 
said, it became clear, to the 
newly formed Hells Canyon 
Preservation Council in 
particular, that the overriding 
goal ought not be limited to 
stopping one dam.

“We realized it was so 
much bigger of an issue,” 
Evans said. “It’s the whole 
thing we need to protect, not 
just one narrow corridor.”

Creating the Hells Canyon 
NRA

The Council soon found 

a congressional ally in Bob 
Packwood, the Oregon 
Republican elected as U.S. 
senator in 1968.

Evans vividly remembers 
accompanying Packwood on 
a raft trip down the Snake in 
May 1970. The river, swollen 
with snowmelt, was running 
at nearly a record level.

The group was camped at 
Granite Creek, near one of 
the river’s rowdiest rapids, 
when Packwood posed a 
question to his guides, all 
of whom, like Evans, were 
devout opponents to a dam 
and equally zealous about 
protecting the Hells Canyon 
country from clearcut logging 
and road building.

“He asked us, ‘what do you 
guys really want out of this?’ ” 
Evans remembers.

In that era, long before 
cellphones and Google Maps, 
somebody pulled a basic high-
way map from a pack.

Evans grabbed a felt-tipped 
pen and drew the boundar-
ies, generally speaking, of 
what would become the Hells 
Canyon NRA.

Two years later, in 1972, 
a judge granted a license to 
build a single high dam in 
Hells Canyon. But to Evans’ 
great relief — and that of 
the Council members — the 
license wouldn’t take effect 
until 1976.

“It was a reprieve,” Evans 
said. “It gave us a chance to 
get a bill passed. We had to 
seize the opportunity.”

By 1973 Evans had moved 
to Washington, D.C., to run 
the Sierra Club’s office in 
the nation’s capital. But he 
continued to work on the 
NRA bill, relying heavily 
on the local expertise of the 
Council and its president, 
Pete Henault.

“There’s a tremendous 
amount of work that the or-
ganization did in publicizing 
Hells Canyon, to raise aware-
ness of what a treasure and 
resource Hells Canyon is,” 
said Brian Kelly, the Council’s 
current restoration director.

The lobbying effort was not 
immediately successful, but 
Congress eventually passed 
the bill, and on the final day 
of 1975 — the day before 
the dam license would have 
taken effect — President 
Gerald Ford signed the bill 
into law.

Lois and Jack Barry were 
by then well established in 
La Grande, where they raised 
their family.

And although the couple no 
longer played active roles in 
the Council they had helped 
to establish, they remained — 
indeed Lois still remains — 
committed to its mission.

“We always kept in touch,” 
Lois said.

The 1975 NRA Act pro-
hibited not only the High 
Mountain Sheep dam but also 
a second proposed dam on the 
Snake to the north, near Aso-
tin, Washington. The Act set 
aside 652,000 acres of public 
land in Oregon and Idaho to 
be managed separately from 
the surrounding national 
forests — including almost 
200,000 acres of wilderness 
(the Hells Canyon Wilderness 
was expanded to its current 
217,000 acres in 1984).

The Hells Canyon Preser-
vation Council’s first major 
task was finished.

But in some ways its work 
was just beginning.

Managing the NRA and 
other public lands

After 1975 the organiza-
tion’s focus shifted to making 
sure the U.S. Forest Service, 
which was given jurisdiction 
over the Hells Canyon NRA, 
wrote a management plan 
that reflected the principles 
behind the 1975 Act, Parry-

Brown said.
But by then the Council’s 

interests had also expanded 
to public lands that are in 
some cases close to 100 miles 
from Hells Canyon itself. 
Most of this is national forest 
land, but it includes swathes 
of ground overseen by the Bu-
reau of Land Management.

The Council’s wider view 
acknowledged both the com-
plexity of the ecosystems and, 
more directly, the vital role 
that the greater Hells Canyon 
region plays as link between 
the Rocky Mountains and 
the Great Basin, said Kirsten 
Johnson, the Council’s current 
development director.

Designations 
such as the 
Hells Canyon 
NRA, Johnson 
said, are merely 
“lines drawn 
on a map for us 
humans.”

But wild animals and 
sources of clean water and 
rare plants don’t acknowledge 
such boundaries, she said.

“What happens outside the 
NRA also affects the NRA it-
self,” Johnson said. “As the only 
conservation group in the area, 
obviously our mission grew.”

But the Council itself didn’t 
— at least not in the several 
years after the NRA Act be-
came law.

Ric Bailey, who served as 
the Council’s executive director 
from 1990 until he retired in 
2005 — a period that included 
the organization’s 1997 move 
from Joseph to La Grande — 
said that when he moved to 
Wallowa County in 1979 the 
Council was not particularly 
active, or visible.

Bailey, who initially worked 
for the Forest Service on a 
firefighting crew in Wallowa 
County, said he became fa-
miliar with, and entranced by, 
Hells Canyon.

“There’s just something 
about Hells Canyon and the 
Wallowas that spoke to me,” 

said Bailey, who lives in Win-
throp, Washington.

But he also saw that 
extensive logging of old growth 
ponderosa pine forests was 
happening even inside the 
NRA, which was supposed to 
be managed much differently 
from the surrounding national 
forest.

“The logging that was going 
on then would be looked at 
today as absolutely illegal and 
outrageous,” said Bailey, who 
has himself worked as a log-
ger. “It was simply industrial 
forestry rather than ecological 
forestry.”

Around 1981 he helped to 
form the Wallowa Resource 
Council, a group Bailey de-
scribes as a “Wallowa County 
chapter of the Hells Canyon 
Preservation Council.”

The groups in effect became 
one, Bailey said, largely 
because members were lob-
bying Packwood in the early 
1980s to pass a bill that would 
expand the Hells Canyon 
Wilderness as well as create 
several new wilderness areas 
elsewhere in Oregon.

“Packwood was most 
familiar with HCPC, and we 
needed to let him know it was 
still active,” Bailey said.

The Oregon Wilderness Bill 
did become law in 1984.

Bailey, meanwhile, worked 
as a volunteer with the 
Council throughout the 1980s, 
a decade when its mission 
increasingly involved trying 
to curtail the widespread 
logging of big pines and to 
express its concerns about 
declining runs of salmon and 
steelhead in the Snake River 
and its tributaries.

And the Council’s work 
— especially related to 
logging — involved not only 
the Hells Canyon NRA but 
the adjacent parts of the 
Wallowa-Whitman National 
Forest and its neighbor to the 
west and north, the Umatilla 
National Forest.

The region’s timber in-

dustry was booming during 
much of the 1970s and 1980s, 
a trend driven largely by log-
ging on national forests.

The Wallowa-Whitman, 
for instance, between 1976 
and 1989 offered for sale an 
annual average of 203 million 
board-feet of timber, much of 
which was valuable pondero-
sa pine.

Since 1993, by contrast, the 
Wallowa-Whitman has never 
offered more than 79 million 
board-feet in a single year, 
and in more than half those 
years it offered less than 50 
million.

Several factors contributed 
to this dramatic trend.

Much of the old growth 
pines had already been cut, 
for one thing.

Bailey said local conserva-
tionists, among them Loren 
Hughes of La Grande, had 
been urging Forest Service 
officials to reconsider the 
volume of logging they were 
allowing many years before 
the Council was even formed.

But Kelly said the federal 
government’s decision in the 
early 1990s to list several 
salmon and steelhead runs 
as threatened or endangered 
also played a significant role 
in curtailing logging on pub-
lic lands in the Hells Canyon 
region.

“That was certainly a 
wake-up call — that some of 
these runs might go extinct,” 
he said.

Federal protection for 
anadromous fish affected 
land management in the 
Hells Canyon region in much 
the same way that the listing 
of the spotted owl did for pub-
lic forests west of the Cas-
cade Mountains, although 
not as dramatically.

One of those effects was 
the Forest Service’s decision, 
in 1993, to stop cutting live 
trees larger than 21 inches 
in diameter in Eastern 
Oregon. 

That policy, one of several 
protections known collective-
ly as the “eastside screens,” 
constituted a major victory 
in the Council’s campaign to 
curtail logging of old growth 
trees in the Hells Canyon 
region, Parry-Brown said.
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Pete Seeger (with arm raised), a folk musician and social activist, rafts through Hells 
Canyon in 1972 with Boyd Norton, an original member of the Hells Canyon Preserva-
tion Council.

S. John Collins / Baker City Herald file photo

Looking east across Hells Canyon into Idaho from the 
Rim Road in Oregon.

Johnson

“There’s a tremendous amount of work 
that the organization did in publicizing 
Hells Canyon, to raise awareness of what 
a treasure and resource Hells Canyon is.”
— Brian Kelly, restoration director,                              
Hells Canyon Preservation Council 

Evans


